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Dear Mike,

| am writing in accordance with the inter-institutional relations agreement and further
to my letter of 25 June to draw your attention to the communiqué which was
published by DCMS on 17 October, following the Tourism Inter-Ministerial Group
which met on 22 July 2025.

The meeting was chaired by the Minister for Creative Industries, Arts and Tourism,
Chris Bryant MP, and | represented the Welsh Government.

The agenda enabled discussions on the current state of the tourism sector in their
respective jurisdictions. As part of these discussions, | was pleased to be able to
highlight the success of:

¢ the use of the Welsh language in the Hwyl marketing campaign to attract
visitors to Wales;

e Visit Wales’ weatherproofing fund for visitor attractions;

e the Welcome to Wrexham documentary which has been a significant benefit
to Welsh tourism; and

e our focus on promoting business conferences.

| highlighted the introduction in Wales of the bill which gives local authorities the
power to raise a visitor levy (which has since been passed into law). | also discussed
challenges impacting the tourism sector, including a drop in domestic visitors due to
the cost of living, rising National Insurance costs and high energy bills.
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| have copied this letter to the Chairs of the Finance Committee; Economy, Trade
and Rural Affairs Committee, and the Culture Communications, Welsh Language,
Sport, and International Relations Committee.

Yours sincerely,
(A CVIAY.
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